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The Social Barometer of Spain

 Is a tool to analyse the Spanish society 
based on 189 indicators which are grouped in 
35 dimensions and 11 spheres of social life.

 It covers now a period of 16 years (1994-
2009).

 In its latest on-line edition has been 
introduced a new methodology that attempts 
to capture the evolution of the indicators in 
relation with the European context.



Summary

 The crisis has shown paradoxical effect 
concerning the social point of view. 

 On the one hand it caused high job losses, with 
its side-effects of poverty and political and 
economical pessimism. 

 On the other hand, the recession is slowing down 
the environmental degradation and financial 
bubble has been assumed at first on a 
revaluation of wages, but the inequality and 
poverty have increased.



The collapse of employment

 The crisis has destroyed two million jobs and in 
the fourth quarter of 2010 the unemployment 
rate rose to 20.3%. 

 The creation of employment before the crisis, 
as well as its subsequent destruction have taken 
place with much grater intensity than in the rest 
of the European Union: in 2005-2006 the 
unemployment rate in Spain corresponded with 
the average of the EU; in 2008-2009 it was 
more than twice (see Figure 1). 



Fig.1

Unemployment rate of Spain in 
comparison with the European Union

Source: EPA and Eurostat



Increase of inequality 
and poverty

 Wage income and public benefits associated with 
the income (mainly unemployment and pensions), 
have been increased continuously above GDP.

 As spanish financial markets become global and 
produce huge profits for a minority, it does not 
include an increase of the purchasing power of 
the majority of the population receiving wage 
income (see Figure 2). 



Fig.2

Trends of the wages, unemployment 
benefits and pensions compared to GDP and 

the share capital of Spanish companies 

Source: Contabilidad Nacional de España, Banco de España
and Agencia Estatal de Administración Tributaria



Increase of inequality 
and poverty

 The ratio of inequality between the 25% richest 
and poorest households went from 39.3 in 2005 
to 50.4 in the first quarter of 2009. 

 The richest quartile increased their wealth 
during the crisis in recent years by 20%, while 
the poorest quarter declined by 6.4% (Figure 3).



Fig.3

Evolution of the distribution of wealth 
between 2005 and 2009

(poorest and richest households) 

Source: Banco de España



The recession is slowing down 
the environmental degradation

 The economic recession of 2008-2009 has 
affected environmental indices: CO2 emissions 
have been reduced by 15.6% and energy 
consumption by 9.3%. These circumstances allow 
Spain to approach 24 points to the requirements 
of the Kyoto Protocol by 2012.

 Energy dependence of Spain has fallen from 
81.1% in 2005 to 77% in 2009. Renewable 
energies increased their relative contribution by 
74% between 2002 and 2009 (Figure 4).  



Fig.4

Evolution of renewable energies in Spain 
(1994-2009)

Source: Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Trade



The social policies resist 
the proposal (until 2009)

 Health.

 Education.

 Housing.

 Public pension system.



Growing mistrust 
in political institutions 

 Since 2008, it has produced the highest growth of 
dissatisfaction with the functioning of political 
institutions: 45% of the population distrusts the 
functioning of democracy, 58% do not trust the 
Parliament and 77% show little or no confidence in 
political parties. The half of the population distrusts 
the judiciary.

 The existing crime rate in Spain is one of the lowest 
in the European Union. However, Spain leads with 
Britain the rate of people in prison which has 
increased by 35% since 2002.



Spain has consolidated its position 
among the rich countries 

 In an economic and political hierarchical world, the 
economic gap between rich and poor grew in last 
years of the twentieth century. In the first decade 
of the twentieth-one century it declined slightly 
following the economic crisis. 

 The profitability of creditors on investment in less-
income countries has grown three times faster 
(126%) than the amount of active debt (44%), which 
means that every six years would be paid all 
outstanding debt, but it proceeds growing 
continuously (Figure 5).



Fig.5

Evolution of external debt and debt service 
of middle and low income countries  

(1994-2008)

Source: World Bank



Spain has consolidated its position 
among the rich countries 

 We have no information about the debt that other countries 
have contracted with Spanish enterprises or financial 
institutions which amount must be relative high according to 
the volume of Spanish investment abroad. 

 Official development assistance has grown considerably in the 
recent years, reaching almost three times the world average of 
Support provided by high-income countries. 

 In the last decade Spain has become the first remitter of the 
European Union, passing the 8,000 million euros in 2007, a 
quantity which has been reduced by 12% following the crisis.


